NORTH SMITHFIELD
SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE

January 13, 2011

North Smithfield Town Council

575 Smithfield Road

North Smithfield, RI  02896

Attn:
Ed Yazbak, Town Council President

Re:
Egress Lighting

North Smithfield Middle School

1850 Providence Pike          


North Smithfield, RI  02896

Dear Mr. Yazbak:

Attached please find a copy of a letter from The Robinson Green Beretta Corp. dated January 11, 2011 concerning the above-entitled matter.

Please be advised that the North Smithfield School Building Committee completely concurs with The Robinson Green Beretta Corp. and supports all of the egress lighting remaining on at all times.  As a minimum and in accordance with Section 1006 of the International Building Code “Means of Egress Illumination” Section 1006.1 illumination required, “The means of egress, including the exit discharge, shall be illuminated at all times the building space served by means of egress is occupied.”  So, as a minimum, the corridors and stairwells serving as a means of egress need to be illuminated while the building is occupied at full lighting levels, approximately 6:00 a.m. thru 11:30 p.m. and during any functions, games, events, etc.

In order to reduce or eliminate some or all of the egress lighting being on after the school is occupied, extensive re-wiring and re-circuiting would be necessary and may include time clocks or motion detectors or other controls to allow lights to remain on while the building is occupied.

The payback period on electrical consumption savings as a result would be 16 years or more at today’s rates and costs.*  Further, time clocks typically need to be reset in power outages and motion detectors and other devices can and sometimes do fail.  The School Department would assume responsibility to monitor these systems to make sure they function during the appropriate times.  Further, we would also relieve the architect, The Robinson Green Beretta Corp., and their electrical engineer, BER Engineering, of any liability surrounding this issue.

Considering all of the above facts along with The Robinson Green Beretta Corp. letter, we feel very strongly that the design for the egress lighting system should not be tampered with or modified in any way.

Very truly yours,

David Chamberland

Paul Vadenais

Co-Chair

North Smithfield Building Committee

