The Town of North Smithfield "Green Team" is offering tips on energy savings for the coming winter months.
Suggested ideas that are free or low cost can save residents hundreds of dollars in energy costs.
 

Some of the "NS Green Team" suggestions include:
· Getting an Energy Audit from your electric company. Free and available for all customers, including rebates on Energy Star qualified appliances.
· Insulate and Weatherize. After your energy audit you will see where you are losing heat in winter. Plug those leaks and insulate your attic, pipes and ducts.
· Use energy saving light bulbs. Each compact florescent light bulb uses about a quarter the energy of a regular bulb and gives off the same light. Even more exciting are the new LEDs. Find them at local stores or online at www.energyfederation.org/greenstart.
· Set Thermostats at 68 degrees or lower during the day and 55 degrees at night or when you are away.Programmable thermostats take out the guesswork.
· Heating your water is the third largest energy expense in your home. Turn down the heater to 120 degrees; take showers instead of baths and use low-flow showerheads. Also washing clothes in cold water saves more than you think.
· Visit www.energystar.gov for rebates and credits on your efficiency upgrades.
· If you heat with oil, make sure you maintain the system. Get it checked and cleaned yearly, This will save you from 14%-15%.
· Contact www.ripower.org  or www.nationalgrid.com for more helpful hints.
