LINKS UNDER TOWN CLERKS’ OFFICE
Locate your Local Board of Canvassers – Where to obtain a Voter’s Registration Form
Upcoming Elections

North Smithfield Polling Places Listing


Find Out Where To Vote-Street Listing Provided to Determine Your Polling Place
Statewide Website – www.sec.state.ri.us/elections
Voter Registration Form-See Secretary of States website
Voting By Mail Ballots
BOARD OF CANVASSERS
UPCOMING ELECTIONS INFORMATION-DEADLINES –PRIMARY & GENERAL ELECTION
STATE WIDE PRIMARY

· Primary Date: 09/09/2008 

· Wednesday, 6/11/08 - Last day for disaffiliation for primary voters

· Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, from 6/23/08 to 6/25/08 - Deadline for declaration of candidacy  

· Saturday, 8/9/08 – Deadline to Register to vote to be eligible to vote in Primary open from 1:00 - 4:00 PM at the Municipal Annex at 575 Smithfield Road, North Smithfield
· Tuesday, 8/19/08 - Deadline to apply for a mail ballot

· Wednesday, 8/20/08 – Issuance of emergency mail ballot applications (through 9/8/08 at 4:00 PM)

· Monday, 9/8/08 – Deadline to submit emergency ballot application (no later than 4:00 PM)

· Tuesday, 9/9/08 - PRIMARY ELECTION
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

· Election date: 11/04/2008 

· Saturday, 10/04/2008 from 1:00 – 4:00 PM Deadline to register to vote: at the Municipal Annex at 575 Smithfield Road, North Smithfield
· Tuesday, 10/14/2008 - Deadline to apply for a mail ballot
· Wednesday, 10/15/08 – Issuance of emergency mail ballot applications (through 11/3/08 at 4:00 PM)

· Monday, 11/3/08 – Final date to submit emergency ballot application (no later than 4:00 PM)

· Tuesday, 11/4/08 – ELECTION DAY
Please call the Town Clerks office at 767-2200 if you have any further questions,  You may register to vote and apply for an absentee ballot at The Municipal Annex building located at 575 Smithfield Road in the North Smithfield Police station building or you can go online at www.sec.state.ri.us/elections.

If you are interested in being a poll worker or we can be of any further assistance to you, please call the Town Clerks office at 767-2200.
North Smithfield Polling Places
Link to Street Listing
Voting by Mail Ballots (Links See Below)
· Am I eligible to vote by mail ballot? 

· How do I apply for a mail ballot? 

· What if I have an emergency and I can’t vote in person? 

· What are my rights as a voter? 

· What violates state election law?
Voting by Mail Ballots

· Am I eligible to vote by mail ballot? 

To cast a mail ballot, you must be unable to vote in person for one of these reasons:

1. You are absent from the state.

2. You are a student at a college or university within Rhode Island.

3. You are physically unable to vote in a polling place because of illness or physical or mental disability.            

4. Your religion prohibits it.

5. You are confined to a nursing home or hospital.

6. You are incarcerated (but not convicted of a felony).

7. You are away on military service.

8. You are a state or local election official.

· How do I apply for a mail ballot? 
Obtain an application from your local board of canvassers. Unless you are on military service, you will need to have your application notarized. Your application must be received at least 21 days before the election.

If you are permanently disabled, you may arrange to have mail ballot applications (not the actual ballots) mailed to you automatically for five years. Contact your local board of canvassers.
· What if I have an emergency and I can’t vote in person? 

If emergency circumstances arise after the regular mail ballot application deadline, you may apply for an emergency mail ballot at your local board of canvassers. These are available and may be submitted until 4:00 p.m. on the day before the primary or general election. You may need to support your claim of medical emergency with a physician or practitioner’s certificate. 

Your emergency mail ballot must be received by the State Board of Elections, 50 Branch Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island 02904 no later than 9:00 p.m. on Election Day.
· What are my rights as a voter? 
Your right to vote freely is the cornerstone of citizenship. 

You have the right to… 

· KEEP WHO YOU VOTE FOR A SECRET.  Your voter registration and some other voting documents, like a mail ballot application, are public records. But, no one, not even election officials, can find out who you voted for once your ballot is accepted. 

· CAST A PROVISIONAL BALLOT IF YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE, EVEN IF YOUR NAME DOES NOT APPEAR ON THE VOTER LIST.  You have the right to request a provisional ballot if you are a qualified registered voter and your name cannot be found on the voter list when you arrive at your designated polling place on Election Day. 

· VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT IF YOU CANNOT VOTE IN PERSON ON ELECTION DAY.
To find out if you qualify to vote by mail ballot, please call the Voter Information Hotline 1-877-GO2-VOTE.  To request a mail ballot application, please contact your local board of canvassers, the Secretary of State’s Elections Division or Civics and Public Information Division, or the State Board of Elections. 

· VOTE FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT EVEN IF YOU DID NOT REGISTER IN TIME.
Even if you did not meet the registration deadline, you may vote for President and Vice President ONLY.  Inquire about same-day registration at your local board of canvassers. 

· HAVE ASSISTANCE IN THE VOTING BOOTH ON ELECTION DAY.  If you need help reading or translating voting materials, you can have anyone you wish accompany you in the voting booth except your employer, your employer’s representative, or your union’s representative. 

· REGISTER TO VOTE AS A STATE RESIDENT IF YOU GO TO COLLEGE IN RHODE ISLAND.
College students from out of state that are attending school in Rhode Island can choose to register to vote as Rhode Island residents using their Rhode Island residential school address. 

· What violates state election law?
Any attempt to interfere with your right to vote or unduly influence your vote is a crime.  It is a crime to try to make you vote in a certain way by making threats or offering gifts. It is also against the law to force you to reveal your vote once made. Contact your local board of canvassers if anyone tries to interfere with your voting rights. 

It is also against the law for you to make any false statements on your voter registration or ballot application. Voting or trying to vote when you are not eligible, or helping another person to vote fraudulently are crimes punishable by law.

