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English settlement in bha Union Village area Degar an the
seation in the 1660's of Richard Arnold on lands which todasy comprise
he sowthern edge of ine Village, His house 1s. 1n~orpo*ated into the

Ppleg Arnold Tavern,  He wa s joined sometime later by h s brother-in
law Samel Loﬂsbock, udb_located to the west toward y“anlsv Hill.
Their farms wers beyond the bounds of the Indian purchasss made Dj
Zdward Inman and John and Wathaniel Mowry, in an area over which ths
Prom*;h,uorp of Providence and the Proprietors of Hendon had ca_uli
ing interesis. It wasn't until 1707 that the Arnclds. and Comstocks
had ownership ra,ﬂ"}*ts "i:o &Y e1r lands coni‘s.z':nua by - vhe Pronr1e+ors o*

Prova dence.

‘ Az the elgﬂ“&:eentn century progressed Amaﬁl& and Comsmek gong. |
came of age, and their farms became part of the village landscapes . =
Then Samuel Alf“*ﬂ.cﬂ of HMendon settled iy the arvea, and. these three - .
rillage families became ingtrumental in- esta.nllﬁh:mg the TFrisnds Eﬂeet— e
ing House and Burylng Ground in 1719 on land givezl by Richard Arnoldtas o
‘son John. Dwellings. from fhis period of development. inciude the Dan— .
: ‘?el Amold neuse a.na +he narthem &1 of tha %*Talter Allen hous

A One o'tner elgﬂnteen“}sh cnntury }muse rem.:.na in- tn ivxlla.ge,.
: ,L"e is the Lapham howse which. pepresents: . “bym_eal s‘byl& of the 1790 a0
Anether e:.n*hteen*th century house, the Brayton house, was recen‘cly ' :
Tazed whon vandalism and de’berlora’clon made it & safety hazardl . Butl

assumes pa:r‘b:.culaz: slgn_flca;me becanse of ﬁ:s tradition of contimaous
-Bla.mk ownemmpw : . - T

‘ nhtn ‘mcroase& se‘t‘tlemerr"‘s came the ree& for access: uGla!ldﬁ' e-;_;
vond those  fronting on the. Great Road.. -Before 1700 the beglnm.ng of <.
Woonsocket Hill Read was in. uséf"'allmglng ?J.c‘v:a:cd. Arnold. aecess-to his -
poadows at the edge’ of the ceda.z:" BWARD: NeaT wgonsoc:cet Hill e A routa
westwand to:the Comstock lands was extended %o become the- hlg.‘mway 'L'o
Snepachet, the pregent’ Pound Eill Roads . A roadway, which became: g% ST
part the m:ﬁsen“t Seuth Main Street, led from Richaxd Arnolt‘i’s dwelllng}-

ko Woonsocket Falls, near which the Amold family operated first. a’ X
sawmill and later a grist mill.. Thug; the gonnection of Undon:Village:
with transportation and Qomca‘tn.on rcmtes was eﬂtabllshe& ?EW, At

) eaxl}"»

With incmased ‘branaﬂortatlon cane the need for public houses,
taverns, and inns, Licenses for auch establishmente were issusd to .
Joseph Arnold in 1733 and, after bhis death in 1745, to his widow :
Patience, who kept taverm antil 1773. J osenh's trother Thomas e

ceived a license in 1739, keaping tavern in his father's house, His

gson Peleg carrisd on the +:ca£§:r.“tlon, and it i=s his name that is asso-
ciated with the Arnold Tavern today. :



During the early nineteenth centuxy, Union Villages underwent
‘papid development. More 1 5 were built, earxier.awel i
altaxﬂﬁ or added to, and 1 seattered farms of the earl
landscape were joined alor s Great Road by the substant
which characterizme the vi s today. Dervices t
to be a funchtion of ths v*l;- ze: the inns and taverns, popular stage-
coach stops on the mazin route from n Providence to Worcesber, boasted .
confortable lodzings and fine app ir+mﬁntq. Buk the- va‘iwse fanction
was not confined to stopwover servige; its 1nstlhu%10ns “brozdened to
inciude the first bank and the first post office in the area. Lager’
in the century a anccession of schools established the village as an
educational center, and plans. fow rallroad servige ta tna v1llaga ~made :
pLOSEBGtS fcr nhe future brlwht B R P

Ehe rallroad never maﬁer1a11ze&? bawevemy and.g“a&aaliy Hnwon
VlTlage lost its place as a commercial center and stop-over point.
The -newer, rapldlg growing settlemenﬁ at Woonsocket Falls took.over.
. moat of the commergial. funetions,: Land 8 secondary trade. center develu o
- oped at Slatersv1¢le.‘ Tnion Vlllage ratlred to become a,rQSlaenﬁlal
area for familiss with some means or grafeas*omal sﬁanﬁxng, Whe coﬂld
—gfford to maintain the graczaus ‘hones aad grmunas whlch t@dag‘lﬁentlzy
the JlWlage. S T e S

i . 'The nresent'zesldentlal fﬁnet;on of the v;llage 13'nm 1@33 L.
portant. in this day than the earlier, more diverse functions were ln,‘
their day... The history ‘and . zxchitectural design of the houses has. .
' nlgnlLlcarce in. the—nrﬂsent,; nd e ratbar of‘Eﬁ;on Village as. an
nistoric district w1th1n tha lOWﬂ ox Hcrtn Sw;thfleld 1b wvrthf o
yresemvatlan. T : g




: dwella.ﬁﬁs .-

_style Trom auy obther type. that has beevl as: well a.nd thorougal Y. cieve}.m e - g

’Wid%iﬂ??

: :genwall saxface which is. clapboarded after the usuel -and conven:

classz.cal l:.ne& ef ‘ishese uorcmas- *»roulﬁ; seem; ta snggﬁs‘b.
",t:f.on, or amchlt:ectural fe,ai:'-"
'-‘Ba,

. and mapuscripi,. and from data. collected  farr the- sttai:ewldev survey:,unﬁ.af

JToformationc-has:-algolibeens obtained: from, a: paper on “Un;on Viltage pro-
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Perhaps the mos+ notewovmy architectural feature in the vil-
pedimented porch marking the front entrance of several

- Thege: porehes ‘rephédent an indivifual leocal ireaimsnt of .
the entrancs dooxﬂ«ay, and are. umisdal because they are different it

1age i8 “the.

oped in his Dar“h of Few England. e T T L e

‘Iﬁ—ﬂﬁloﬂ.f Vlllage theres ,ma;g‘ e 1@u:1d f_}.ea,au fou:c_* sxarplés.
“this pedimented porch. . A1l are very mnch alike, differing. only in the
handiing OL their detail. DBach is & porch of ample depth with rathe:c
) oF.he c»a.lumn‘s’-;- Bach has a. nl;aster ce:a.llﬁg of
apacious ardh. seﬂment seetion. ~ Im’ each case the house’ WALl inside:
porch pilasters is rusticateds. in contrast to. the: remainder of the.

tional fashion. ~ In more tb.a.n one case these porches a.pnear on dwel—-
lings that are themselves; obviously of -dates much oldar. t,nam the

”hose housea w:Lth h}.starlc sz.gm.fma.ncn becanse of s,g,.,,,. !
s a.re de"-embed: fr the follawmg ecésmn,.‘

.. The sources of. datzron: tha Tnion ‘lelaga Houses: are- several*

e ﬂomata@n i& found: Rnode Island: A" Guide $o- the Smallést Sta:he,'
a wolume in. fhe- Amez:::.can Guide Berids cxamm.led duzing the:1950!s .
Additional ddta has: been. ‘acquired from: mscellanems ‘sources:in.prin

the direction of the:Rhode: Island” Els'i;ormal Prenervatlon Ccmm.samn.

dnged By the Horth azmth:.a.eld Beritage Assom.atlon m*@?'ﬁ‘ for the-
peague of Rhode I1sland Hz.sto 3,331 Sacletz,es maetlng in la.a.ersvz.'lle,




7 TPIZ[;_.,G ARNOLD TAVEPJ@

e 169@. - The- em.ga.nal bui lalng waks about Menty ;.eet aauare, the Iy
home of’ ’hcharri. ‘Arnold, and probably:the firgh house erecied. in Union -
V:Lliag‘e in the. late~1600%s, About a cenuary later '?“I: was enlargﬁd by
Paleg Arnolid,. Then its cwner _and was used. as: an: inn..  The tavern was
 designated m 1’7‘75 am the pla.ce where; s s‘aan 22400 . arms, ‘wass Lol be
deposited foruse by ‘the Townsmeniin:casasof- ‘British invasion SFe
1owmg the- Eevolutmon, “herArnold housé galneth Tenown as" a.“,:thr;t.ving '
- tavern, famous:fox its- eleganir ;mah.:mgs cclom.al net‘c '
"\raluahle s:leeﬁz: serv_; s : .

Peleg Arm}ld was a llem'?:enan’t-celonel in the Bevnlutlonary ar=
mys he served as.a delegat “to the Continental Congress,  1786=885 he *
-was. Chief Justice of the ‘Rhode Island Supreme Courd, 1795-1809,; A8 0=
123 -first president:of the Smithfield Umion, Banki ant 'chalrman of the

commi: tee ‘thar Ioun&efi Sm‘ohf:z.el& %cadem:gr

. - In the 1950"' ‘the- ouz.ld::.ng was remodelae‘t for tenemeni: 'ourposes
Presently it is in good gondition," autrac'tlvaly maintained, "and con—
tainsg four aparitments, It is a large P story house, : rec*ba.ngular in-
plan, with two brick chlmneys rising fromithe peak of its gable roof.
The two tiers of windews in the house ares unevmnly and asymmetrlcally

q"aa,ced



‘ Whls 2? suory Lrama StrﬂctﬂrE*lS Gne -of the Oldeﬁu surviving
_dwelllngs remalnlng~from “the-first. dozen-or sorin %hsﬁﬂh*cn Village
ared.: ﬁluhaugh soma:of the original. fzbric remiins ;tbe erizinal
,snone stebs have: been.prese“ved),'nnmerous additions and changes wers
ndde af various.times; including = 2~atory: addition onidne. end;: a
porehs at’ the bagk,iand a.2~stery'bag‘wxrﬁewran*thereast gide -inim
rwcnnt,tlmas, and the—pealmeﬁtea porch marking the fﬂnnt entranoe,

¥y 1= P nrobably ahout 1800: -

JOEL ATDRICH HOUSE — 76 Great Road -

c. 1808 This 2% story frame dwelling was nsed at ons time as a dor—
mitory for the Linden Grove Seminary for girls, which subsequently
movad to Pawincket, Noteworthy are the graceful hall siaircase, the

pedimented porch marking the main entrance, and the large stand of
LFOuOd ndron bordering the grounds.



55 t Road
by Halter Allen, a gener=- -
. Upion Village. It was puilt.
the shandazd gable roof is
_ ; yortion,wmsladded,' It dif-
fers fron es in © o hecauss of its hip roof and hip-
ped-roof portico over the fronmt entrance., There is om the grounds:a
well preServe&.barnfwith.tassiﬁe timber framing which once served as

a sehool.

¢. 1851. This 2% story frame Ecﬁéé,“éliﬁcﬁéh3bé§ically1similar iy
plan and size o the earlier dwellings of the-village,. exemplifies’a.
change in approach to architecture in the course of-less that halfia.
century. The basic simplicity -of the rectangular house lis elaboratad
by a wide, bracketed cornice; bracketed hoods over the windows, gquoins
at the corners of the house, bay windows, and an elaborate portico, on
entryway, that contrasts strongly with the simpler styles of the ear-~
lier nineleenth century. A notadle Feabure of the interior is decora-
tive plaster molding in the living room. In December, 1883, when Os~
car Morse adveriissd the property for sale, It was described as con—
sisting of 18 acres of 1znd snitable for farming, with 2 house con-
taining 11 rooms, heated by a furnace, and in the beast of repair.

There were also a barn, carriage house, and outbuiidings on the property.



B

SETH ALLIG TAVERW -~ 120 Great Road o ) .

c. 1804, - How remodels
rad and cream. is a
2 testory addiii -

$he.rable roct |

£
errace enclosed hy a-ra ] 5 =54 .
doorway i protected by a seuare portico, topped with a simple balus—:
trade, The poriico.and terrace ave cbvicusly later additiong. The
5 relieved by the intimate geale of the- many—
paneléd sash windows. Fronbing both on Pound Hill Road and Gréal Road,
it mives the ¢ffeet of iwe nouses at right angles. It was one ofthe -
‘noted Union “Ij_.llagea.s%agéc‘oa,ch ghtopping places, - - T e e

meverity of the facade

TNTON BAFK — 21 Pound Hill Road

TR

.. 0 7 Once used as & dwelling and store by Walter Allen; this strues -

" fure waz changed into a bazk in 1805, :The ‘parking institution,.the
first ome of its kind if this part of the staté, remained in these
quarters for over fifty years.  The vuilding, now remcdeled for &

‘dwelling house and considerably Changed in structure, insids and out,
gives little evidence of its former use,. although the small arched
window on the gable end indiecates a specialized fanction. t originai~’
1y stood on the cornmex of Great Road, from which it was moved to its-
present location. The name of TUnion Village was derived from this
banlk, C




: CL.O?{}T" mmxczz Tﬁaf - 12 »129 G—rea.t Roaa

¢, 1804, Soom a.xter :Lts constmctlon, this 25 s‘bcry frame. st*ucture'-;
was-used as ap ipn.. During .the stagecoach eray and partlcularlj A
the early nineteenth century, thereewas a.llveWy'eompetlﬁlon betwesn -
thig inn and the Seth Allen Tavern/across the sireet, It is said- that
the competlng proprietors: stood i the middle. oﬁ.Grmat Road and vied:
- for Trads, in the- mld-nlneteenuh century the imi:.reveried to a éwel».y=
ling. It served as the house of Jame ,ushee, neadmaster~of the-
Smithfield Acauémy;;as a-school for yﬁugofladlas, ‘and ‘as the ‘Thome-of
 James Bushesa®s daughter Alics ,. professoi of Spanish at #éllesle; Col=
* lege..  The most dz_stlngm.sh*fmg_ featurs:'of jthe @m,}.dlng* 'nme conyerted -
e "aa ana.rtmems s the: la.rge cujgmla in the

L

b
4

(%
DENSY WILBUR HOUSE — 3? Great Foad

c. 31812, Once used az a mnillinexry shon, +this house was bullt by John
Osborne, Hand-hewn beams in the attic are joined by wooden pegs.

ornag.,



OWALT :z A}ZLEIP:J c“ﬂ*sv- -~ ;;8 Grea:r: Road

¢.. 1802, The nsrthern ell of the Allen houne is part of an earTler S
- building erected in the. early” eighteenth century by Hazadiah' Comstogics .~
. The- main house was bailts in1802;  This well yremerved late Georgian

Ldwelling con»a;ng*teh Llreolaces. It was‘rﬁna“tedly the: se%tlng for ;'7

. the fxrst Roman Cathollc serv1ces held inltﬂe v1cmnlty..

CAPTATHN LANDERS FOUSE’» 1?1 Greaieﬁead

c. 1825. . Buils. by.ﬂlss Soutawlck headmlst*ess of a,young-ladles' Sem—-

inary, the house was first: occunled by Captain Landers. Landers par-

ticipated in the Dorz Rebellion of 1842, and was said %o -have kept a
cannon on his front lewn as a memorial to the Dorr stiruggle for equal

suifrage.




VARBLE HOUSE - 178 Great Road .

c. 1805, Built by Shri_s{r,ophefr-glxig,'this house served as the area
- post office undil 1844. It is said tfo have-beer a miklinexts shop -
and zlso a men's hat factory. The plank-walled house 8t1ill contains -

' the original double paniries, brick fireplaces, and warming ovens.

Mz, Marble taught reading, chemistry, and mineralogy in Fhode Island
Yormal School for many years, Additions to the house were made while .-
it was the property of Mrs, Marble, The new kitchen was built around . -
‘a well, which was enclosed with a window throngh which water could be -
drawn. ‘ ' ' '

ATISON ARNOLD HOUSE - 188 Great Road

]

e, 1806, This house was btuillt by Anson Armold, wno kev
s .

.
[

3 3ig for his

work of finishing whetstones.
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‘c'.- .‘1790'. Bm]ﬁ: on 2 ﬂank hlﬂ‘h above» Greaﬁc)Roaﬁ th La.pham 'mmsa g
an ‘e:cc.el_l_.en’c example: of: the story-—and«-a—hal;., cen‘te:c chs_mney, coloma.l-:_g:
farmhouge. The d}.si:l.nctj;v\e cen‘tral fa.ze@la.c& wi th a&gammg wamlngzr- L

oven ig gtill in usa.

Site of the , BRAYTON nousu; '

DR T?n., Braytozx ,hous -hav:mg ’oeen badly,dama.be& b, ials
" has mow been destroyed. & typical one—and-a~nalf shory stmcme, the
o owoyesh. wing was puilt prier to 1770 i original.owner was: J anes Bz:an -
Czeie oo bort, @ Negro soldier-in +the- Ravo}.utz.o . who ~had . once been a e

' vuilt the house himself, paying For B ma:he*:cﬂ_als
“Aay laborer. Brayton is buried imthe Tr 3 By
T o the meetinghouse on Great Roady © OWwhers p 'af the nowse ._remamed
“with his descendants until Just a L :g'ears ago'. r"“hls-s ‘t‘z:aﬂz:b;r.»on of"
aimost two ceanturies of conttmzcms Black ownérship makes the site of
" the BAa;y‘ton house of great sz,gnl_uca.nee in Rvode S Ist anﬁ hls‘bory, :




