SECTION R104
DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE
'~ BUILDING OFFICIAL

R104.1 General. The building official is hereby authorized
and directed to enforce the provisions of this code. The build-
ing official shall have the authority to render interpretations of
this code and to adopt policies and procedures in order to clar-
ify the application of its provisions. Such interpretations, poli-
cies and procedures shall be in conformance with the intent and
purpose of this code. Such policies and procedures shall not
have the effect of waiving requirements specifically provided
for in this code.

R104.2 Applications and permits. The building official shall
receive applications, review construction documents and issue
permits for the erection and alteration of buildings and struc-
tures, inspect the premises for which such permits have been
issued and enforce compliance with the provisions of this code.

R104.3 Notices and orders. The building official shall issue
all necessary notices or orders to ensure compliance with this
code.

R104.4 Inspections. The building official is authorized to
make all of the required inspections, or the building official
shall have the authority to accept reports of inspection by
approved agencies or individuals. Reports of such inspections
shall be in writing and be certified by a responsible officer of
such approved agency or by the responsible individual. The
building official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as
deemed necessary to report upon unusual technical issues that
arise, subject to the approval of the appointing authority.

R104.5 1dentification. The bulding official shall carry proper
identification when inspecting structures or premises in ‘the
performance of duties under this code.

R104.6 Right of entry. Deleted in Rhode Island. Refer to
appropriate sections of Article 1 and GL 23-27.3-100 et al.

R104.7 Department records. Deleted in Rhode Island. Refer to
appropriate sections of Article 1 and GL 23-27.3-100 et al.

R104.8 Liability. Deleted in Rhode Island. Refer to appropriate
sections of Article 1 and GL 23-27.3-100 et al.

R104.9 Approved materials and equipment. Materials,
equipment and devices approved by the building official shall
be constructed and installed in accordance with such approval.

R104.9.1 Used materials and equipment. Used materials,
equipment and devices shall not be reused unless approved
by the building official.

R104.10 Modifications. Wherever there are practical difficul-
ties involved in carrying out the provisions of this code, the
building official shall have the authority to grant modifications
for individual cases, provided the building official shall first
find that special individual reason makes the strict letter of this
code impractical and the modification is in compliance with the
intent and purpose of this code and that such modification does
not lessen health, life and fire safety requirements or structural,
The details of action granting modifications shall be recorded
and entered in the files of the department of building safety.

R104.10.1 Areas prone to flooding. The building official
shall not grant modifications to any provision related to

areas prone to ﬂooding' as established by Table R301.2(1) 3
without the granting of a variance to such pr0V1510ns by the
board of appeals.

R104.11 Alternative materials, design and methods of con- §-

struction and equipment. The provisions of this code are not
intended to prevent the installation of any material or to pro-
hibit any design or method of construction not specifically pre-
scribed by this code, provided that any such alternative has
been approved. An alternative material, design or method of
construction shall be approved where the building official finds
that the proposed design is satisfactory and complies with the
intent of the provisions of this code, and that the material,
method or work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the
equivalent of that prescribed in this code. Compliance with the
specific performance-based provisions of the International
Codes in lieu of specific requirements of this code shall also be
permitted as an alternate.
R104.11.1 Tests. Whenever there 1s insufficient evidence of
compliance with the provisions of this code, or evidence
that a material or method does not conform to the require-
ments of this code, or in order to substantiate claims for
alternative materials or methods, the building official shall
have the authority to require tests as evidence of compliance
to be made at no expense to the jurisdiction. Test methods
shall be as specified in this code or by other recognized test
standards. In the absence of recognized and accepted test
methods, the building official shall approve the testing pro-
cedures. Tests shall be performed by an approved agency.
Reports of such tests shall be retained by the building
official for the period required for retention of public
records.

SECTION R105
PERMITS

R105.1 Required. Any owner or authorized agent who intends
to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish or change
the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install,
enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical,
gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which
is regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be done,
shall first make application to the building official and obtain
the required permit.

R105.2 Work exempt from permit. Permits shall not be [
required for the following. Exemption from the permit
requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant
authorjzation for any work to be done in any manner in
violation of the provisions of this code or any other laws or
ordinances of this jurisdiction.

Building:

1. One-story detached accessory structures provided the
floor area does not exceed 64 square feet (18.58 m?).

2. Fences not over 6 feet (1829 mm) high.

3. Retaining walls that are not over 32” in height measured
from the lower finished grade to the top of the wall,
unless supporting a surcharge.
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Exception:
1. All cast-in-place concrete retaining walls greater
’ than 24" in height shall require a permit.
2. All engineered masonry retaining wall systems shall
be installed in accordance with manufacturer’s
. installation instructions.
- Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the
capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallon (18 927L) and the
ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to
= 1.
" Gidewalks and driveways not more than 30 inches (762
mm) above adjacent grade and not over any basement or
* story below. ' o
. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter
- tops and similar finish work.

- Prefabricated swimming pools that are less than 24
. inches (610mm) deep, and man-made landscape ponds
. of any depth.

Swings and other playground equipr'nent,' and play,
tructures less than 64 square feet.

~ Window awnings supported by an exterior wall.
: '}leplapement window sash installations.

" Exception: Replacement window installations that
include a frame and sash(es) require a permit.

ectrical:
intenance: A permit shall not be required for replacement
Jamps, receptacles, devices, or fixtures, including the

inection of portable electrical equipment to approved
‘manently installed receptacle. :

Replaceinent of any minor part or appliance that
does not alter approval of equipment or make such
equipment unsafe.

Mechanical:
Portable heating appliance.
Portable ventilation-appliances.
Portable cooling unit.

~ Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or
cooling equipment regulated by this code.

- Replacement of any minor part that does.not alter
approval of equipment or make such equipment unsafe.

Portable evaporative cooler.

Self-contained refrigeration systems containing 10
" pounds (4.54 kg) or less of refrigerant or that are
actuated by motors of 1 horsepower (746 W) or less.

Clumbing:
,‘ffhe stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent

i Pipe; provided, however, that if any concealed trap,
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drainpipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective
and it becomes necessary to remove and replace the same
with new material, such work shall be considered as new
work and a permit shall be obtained and inspection made as
provided in this code.

The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes,
valves or fixtures, and the removal and reinstallation of water
closets, provided such repairs do not involve or require the
replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.

R105.2.1 Emergency repairs. Where equipment replace-
ments and repairs must be performed in an emergency situa-
tion, the permit application shall be submitted within the
next working business day to the building official.

R105.2.2 Repairs. Deleted in Rhode Island. Refer to
appropriate sections of Article 1 and GL 23-27.3-100 et al. .

R105.2.3 Public service agencies. A permit shall not be
required for the installation, alteration or repair of genera-
tion, transmission, distribution, metering or other related
equipment that is under the ownership and control of public
service agencies by established right.

R105.3 Application for permit. To obtain a permit, the appli-
cant shall first file an application therefor in writing on a form
furnished by the department of building safety for that purpose.
Such application shall: :

1. Identify and describe the work to be covered by the per- .

mit for which application is made.

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be.

done by. legal description, street address or similar
description that will readily identify and definitely locate
‘the proposed building or work. :

3. Indicate the use and occupancy for which the proposed
~ work is intended. .

4. Be accompanied by construction/documents and other
information as required in Section R106.1.

5. State the valuation of the proposed work.

6. Be signed by the applicaht or the applicant’s authorized.
agent. :

7. Give such other data and information as required by the
building official.

R105.3.1 Action on application. Deleted in Rhode Island.
Refer to appropriate sections of Article 1 and GL 23-27.3-100
et al. ‘ : .

R1053.1.1  Determination of  substantially
improved or substantially damaged existing
-buildings in flood hazard areas. For application for
reconstraction, rehabilitation, addition, or other
improvement of existing buildings or structures located
in an area prone to flooding as established by Table
R301.2 (1) and community FIRM documents, the
value of the proposed work or repair shall be provided

by the owner or authorized agent and reviewed by the |

Building Official. If the Building Official determines




