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CHARTER INDEX  

 

A 

    

ACCOUNTS   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

    

ACTIONS   

 Town solicitor, duties VI 4 

    

ADMINISTRATOR. See: Town administrator   

    

AGENCIES OF TOWN. See: Departments and other agencies of  

town 

  

    

AGREEMENTS. See: Contracts and agreements   

    

AIR POLLUTION   

 Planning board’s duties re pollution control XII 2(1), (2) 

    

AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT   

 Planning board’s duties re heliports, etc.  XII 2(1) 

    

ANIMALS AND FOWL   

 Planning board’s duties re conservation   

 Provisions re animal life XII 2(1) 

    

ANNUAL TOWN AUDITS. See: Finances.   

    

APPOINTIVE PERSONNEL. See: Officers and employees   

    

APPROPRIATIONS. See: Finances.   

    

ASSESMENTS. See: Taxation   

    

ATOMIC RADIATION   

 Planning, coordination, authority. See: Planning board   

    

ATTORNEYS. See: Town solicitor   

    

AUCTIONS AND AUCTIONEERS   

 Auctioneer for town, appointment, etc. XV 2 

    

AUDITS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

 Finances. See that title.   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8(19) 
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B 

    

BALLOTS   

 Elections. See that title   

    

BIDS, BIDDING   

 Competitive bidding VII 3 

 School department solicitor’s duties re bids VI 1/2 4(2) 

 Town solicitor’s duties VI 4(2) 

    

BILLS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

    
BLIGHT   

 Planning board’s duties re blight neighborhoods and 

other blighted areas 

XII  2,3 

    

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS   

 Generally. See: Departments and other agencies of the 

town 

  

    

BOMB RAIDS OR EXPLOSIONS   

 Planning, coordination, authority. See: Planning board   

    

BONDS   

 Bond issues III 11 

 Debt limitation without referendum VII 2.1 

 Director of finance’s powers and duties re bonds VII 2(3) 

 Official bonds   

 Generally XVI 5 

 Town clerk and deputy town clerk IX 4 

 Town council’s powers IV 8 

    

BOOKS, PAPERS, ETC.   

 Public records. See that title.   

    

BRIDGES   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Planning board’s duties re bridges XII 2(1) 

    

BUDGET. See: FINANCES   

    

BUILDINGS   

 Construction, maintenance, etc., of public buildings   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Historic buildings and sites   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2,3 
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 Inspection division issuing building permits, etc. XI 4 

 School committee   

 Powers and duties re buildings and grounds XIV 5(6) 

 Violations   

 Inspection division’s powers re violations XI 4 

    

BURIAL PERMITS   

 Town clerk issuing IX 2(4) 

    

C 

    

CANDIDATES   

 Elections. See that title   

    

CANVASSERS   

 Board of canvassers and registration. See: Elections   

    

CEMETARIES   

 Burial permits   

 Town clerk, functions and duties IX 2(4) 

    

CEREMONIES   

 Town administrator recognized as official head of town 

government for ceremonial purposes 

V 6(12) 

    

CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY   

 Inspection division posting certificates XI 4 

    

CHARTER   

 Amending XVI 1 

 Bond of officials XVI 5 

 Codification of ordinances XVI 9 

 Inauguration of new charter government   

 Effective date XVIII 1 

 Ordinances to implement charter XVIII 3 

 Transfer of appropriations XVIII 2 

 Laws affecting offices XVI 3 

 Oath of office XVI 4 

 Officials, bonds XVI 5 

 Ordinances to implement XVIII 3 

 Printing of charter upon the ballot XVI 12 

 Publicity of records XVI 6 

 Severability clause XVI 7 

 Specific provisions shall prevail XVI 2 

 Succession in government   

 Continuation of laws XVII 1 

 Continuation of ordinances XVII 2 

 Continuation of tax obligations XVII 3 
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 Contracts and obligations, continuation of XVII 5 

 Pending actions and proceedings XVII 6 

 Transfer of records and property XVII 4 

 Tenure of office guaranteed XVI 14 

 Transfer of appropriations XVIII 2 

    

CHEMICAL WARFARE   

 Planning, coordination, authority. See: Planning Board   

    

CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER   

 Town administrator V 1 et seq. 

 Town administrator. See that title   

   

CITY. See: Municipality   

    

CIVIL DEFENSE   

 Planning board’s powers and duties re disasters, etc. XII 2 

    

CIVIL OR CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS   

 Town solicitor, duties VI 4 

    

CIVIL PROCESS. See: Writs, Warrants and other Processes   

    

CLAIMS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

    

CLASSIFIED SERVICES   

 Positions in, etc. See: Officers and Employees   

    

CLERK   

 Probate court IV 11(5) 

 Town clerk. See that title   

    

COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS   

 Generally. See: Departments and Other Agencies of 

Town 

  

    

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2 

    

CONSERVATION   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2(1) 

    

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE   

 Generally XV 8 

    

CONSTABLES   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8(17) 
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CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS   

 Competitive bidding VII 3 

 Continuation of contracts XVII 5 

 Continuance of contracts and obligations in 

succession 

XV 15 

 Contracts, interest of personnel in XVI 8 

 Contracts with other bodies I 9 

 Director of finance’s powers and duties re contracts VII 2(3) 

 Financial interests of employees XVI 8 

 Planning board entering into agreements and contracts XII 2(7) 

 Purchasing, other provisions. See: Purchasing 

School department solicitor’s duties re contracts 

VI ½ 4(2) 

 

 Town administrator’s powers and duties re contract V 6(5), (6) 

 Town solicitor’s duties VI 4(2) 

    

COUNTY GOVERNMENT   

 Contracting powers re other government bodies I 9 

    

CORPORATIONS   

 Audits of nonbusiness corporations VI 10(2) 

    

COUNCIL. See: Town Council   

    

COUNSEL. Town Solicitor. See that title.   

    

COURTS   

 Probate court. See that title   

    

CRIME PREVENTION   

 Police department’s power and duties XI 2(2) 

    

CRIMINAL PROCESS. See: Writs, Warrants and Other 

Processes 

  

    

D 

DEEDS   

 Town clerk’s powers and duties re deeds IX 2(2) 

    

DEMOLITION   

 Inspection division’s powers and duties XI 4 

    

DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES OF TOWN   

 Accounting procedures for departments, offices and   

 Director of finance prescribing and 

maintaining 

VII 2(3) 

 Board of assessment review VII 5 

 Board of canvassers and registration. See: Elections   

 Budget committee III 3 

 Conservation commission. See that title   
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 Contracting powers re other government bodies I 9 

 Department of finance. See: Finances   

 Department of public welfare. See Welfare   

 Department of public works. See: Public Works and 

Improvements 

  

 Director of finance’s powers and duties re departments 

and other agencies of town 

VII 2(3) 

 Director of public safety. See that title   

 Emergency management agency XV 4 

 Financial town meeting. See that title   

 Fire department. See that title   

 Housing authority. See: Housing   

 Inauguration of new charter government XVIII 1 et seq. 

 Inspection division. See that title   

 Legal advisor to departments VI 4 

 Other offices and positions. See: Officers and 

Employees 

  

 Personnel board. See: Officers and Employees   

 Planning board. See that title   

 Police department. See that title   

 Public library. See: Library   

 School department. See that title   

 Sealer of weights and measures. See: Weights and 

Measures 

  

 Sewer commission. See Water and Sewers   

 Supervision, control direction   

 Town administrator, functions and duties V 6 

 Town council. See that title   

 Powers enumerated IV 8 

 Zoning board of review. See: Zoning   

    

DEPOSITORIES   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

    

DEVELOPMENT   

 Industrial development commission. See that title   

 Planning aboard, powers and duties re development XII 1 et seq 

 Planning board. See that title   

   

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY   

 Fire department XI 3 

 Inspection division XI 4 

 Office created XI 1 

 Police department XI 2 

    

DISASTERS   

 Declaring state of emergency in the event of disaster   

 Town administrator’s powers and duties V 6(11) 
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 Disaster survival   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2,3 

    

DISTRICTS   

 Elections. See that title   

    

DOCUMENTS, PAPERS, ETC.   

 Public records. See that title   

    

DRAINS, DRAINAGE   

 Inspection division issuing drainage permits XI 4 

    

E 

ECONOMY   

 Planning board’s duties re the economy XII 2 

   

EDUCATION   

 School department. See that title   

   

ELECTIONS   

 Ballots   

 Arrangement II 6 

 Printing charter upon the ballot XVI 12 

 Board of canvassers and registration II 10 

 Town clerk shall be clerk of board of IX 2 

 Bond issues   

 Powers and duties of town council IV 8(14) 

 Voting in elections for authorization III 11 

 Budget process   

 Participation by the electorate III 9 

 Candidates for office   

 Petitions II 4 

 Canvassing authority certification II 5 

 Charter ballot, printing XVI 12 

 Council qualifications, etc. See :Town Council   

 Declaration of elected candidates II 8 

 District constituted II 1 

 Dual office holding XVI 11 

 Inauguration of new charter government XVIII 1 et seq 

 Laws affecting officers XVI 3 

 Officers and employees. See that title   

 Miscellaneous requirements II 9 

 Nominations, petitions II 4 

 Primary elections   

 Procedures II 7 

 Regular, special elections II 2 

 Results, declaring 11-2  

 School department. See that title   
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 Terms of office   

 Commencement II 3 

 Town administrator. See that title   

 Town council. See that title   

    

ELECTRICITY   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Inspection division issuing electrical permits ,etc. XI 4 

    

EMERGENCIES   

 Disaster survival   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2(1), 2 
 Emergency appointments XIII 8 

 Emergency management agency XV 4 

 Town administrator’s powers and duties re emergency V 6(11) 

    

ENGINEERING DIVISION   

 Division of department of public works X 2 

    

ENQUIRY INTO CONDUCT OF OFFICE   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

    

ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2(1) 

    

EXPENDITURES   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

    

EXPLOSIONS   

 Planning, coordination, authority. See: Planning Board   

    

F 

FACTORIES   

 Industrial development commission. See that title   

    

FALLOUT   

 Planning, coordination authority. See: Planning Board   

    

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT   

 Contracting powers of town re other government bodies I 9 

    

FEDERAL SOCIAL SECURITY   

 Officers and employees. See that title   

    

FEES   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

    

FENCES, WALLS, HEDGES AND ENCLOSURES   

 Fence viewer   
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 Inspection division performing duties and 

responsibilities of fence viewer 

XI 4 

    

FINANCES   

 Audits   

 Annual town audits IV 10 

 Nonbusiness operations VI 10(2) 

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8(19) 

 Board of assessment review VII 5 

 Taxation. See that title   

 Bonds. See that title   

 Budget   

 Approval of annual budget by town council IV 8(12) 

 Budget committee III 3 

 Procedure VIII 4 

 Budget process and format III 4 

 Certification of detailed budget VIII 7 

 Control VIII 8 

 Director of finance’s duties re VII 2(3) 

 Estimates, submission of III 2 

 Final council consideration III 8 

 Fiscal year III 1 

  VIII 1 

 Format VIII 5 

 Generally VIII 2 

 Hearings on budget III 7 

 Participation by the electorate III 9 

 Planning board’s duties re annual capital XII 2,3 

 Preliminary council consideration III 6 

 Preparation VIII 3 

 School committee submitting budget estimates XIV 5(4) 

 Special town meeting III 10 

 Submission of budget III 5 

  VIII 6 

 Town administrator’s functions and duties V 6 

 Town council’s powers re budget IV 8 

 Town meetings   

 Holding town meetings for consideration 

of budget 

III 9 

 Special town meetings III 10 

 Comprehensive annual report   

 Town administrator, functions and duties V 6(8) 

 Contracts and agreements. See that title   

 Debt limitation without referendum VII 2.1 

 Department of finance    

 Board of assessment review VII 5 

 Competitive bidding VII 3 

 Director of finance VII 2 
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 Organization VII 1 

 Tax assessors VII 4 

 Tax revaluation survey VII 6 

 Director of finance VII 2 

 Financial interests of employees XVI 8 

 Fiscal year III 1 

  VIII 1 

 Medical insurance for part-time officials or employees   

 Funding XVI 15 

 School committee’s powers and duties   

 Budget, expenditures, etc. XIV 5 

 Tax assessor VII 4 

 Tax revaluation survey VII 6 

 Taxation in general. See: Taxation   

 Town administrator, functions and duties V 6 

 Town clerk, functions and duties. See: Town Clerk   

 Town council. See that title   

 Transfer of appropriations under new charter XVIII 2 

    

FINANCIAL TOWN MEETING   

 Form of government, powers vested I 2 

 Town clerk shall be clerk of financial town meeting IX 2 

    

FINES, FORGEITURES AND PENALTIES   

 Licenses and permits   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

    

FIRE DEPARTMENT   

 Authorization XI 3(1) 

 Chief of XI 3(2) 

 Director of public safety. See that title   

 Firemen, employees XI 3(3) 

    

FIRE STATIONS   

 Planning board’s duties re location and character of fire 

stations, etc 

XII 2(1) 

    

FISCAL YEAR   

 Designated III 1 

  VII 1 

 Additional provisions re finances. See: 

Finances 

  

    

FLOODS, STORMS, ETC.   

 Planning, coordination, authority re disasters    

 Planning board’s duties XII 2(1), (2) 
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FRANCHISES   

 Continuation of franchises XVII 5 

 Town administrator’s powers and duties re franchises V 6(5) 

    

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. See: Library   

    

FUEL   

 Oil burners   

 Inspection division’s powers XI 4 

 Planning board’s duties re fuel transmission XII 2(1) 

    

FUNCTIONS, RIGHTS, ETC.   

 General town powers I 7 

    

G 

    

GARBAGE AND TRASH   

 Collection and disposal of garbage and other refuse   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

    

GOVERNMENT   

 Form of government I  2 

    

H 

    

HEALTH AND SANITATION   

 Disasters, etc., affecting health of the people   

 Town administrator’s powers and duties X 2 

 Planning board’s duties re growth and development as 

affects the health of the people 

XII 2(1) 

 Town council’s powers re preservation of public health, 

safety, etc 

  

    

HEALTH INSURANCE   

 Part-time officials or employees XVI 15 

    

HELIPORTS   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2(1) 

    

HIGHWAYS. See: Streets and sidewalks   

    

HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2,3 

    

HOUSING   

 Housing authority in general XV 6 

 Minimum housing inspector   

 Inspection division performing powers and XI 4 

 Planning board’s duties re minimum housing standards XII 2(2) 
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HURRICANES, TORNADOS, ETC.   

 Planning, coordination, authority re disasters   

 Planning board’s duties XII 2(1), (2) 

    

I 

IMMUNITIES AND PRIVILEGES   

 General town powers I 7 

    

IMPROVEMENTS. See also: Public works and improvements   

 Blighted neighborhoods planned for improvements etc   

 Planning board’s duties re XIII 2(2) 

 Comprehensive six-year capital improvement program   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2(3)  

    

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT   

 Planning board’s powers and duties XII 2 

    

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION   

 Generally XV 9 

    

INQUIRY INTO CONDUCT OF OFFICE   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

    

INSPECTION DIVISION   

 Head of; duties and responsibilities XI 4 

    

INSURANCE   

 Medical insurance for part-time officials or employees XVI 15 

    

INVESTMENTS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

 Finances. See that title   

    

J 

    

JOUNAL OF PROCEEDINGS   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

    

JUDGES   

 Judge of probate IV 11 

    

L 

    

LAND   

 Property in general. See: Property   

    

LAND POLLUTION   

 Planning, coordination, duties of planning board, etc. XII 2 
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LAWS   

 Ordinances, resolutions, etc. See that title   

 State law. See that title   

    

LEASES   

 Continuation of leases XVII 5 

 Lease/purchase agreements   

 Director of finance’s powers and duties re VII 2(3) 

    

LEGAL ADVISOR   

 Town solicitor VI 4 

    

LEGISLATION   

 Powers of town. See that title   

    

LIBRARY   

 Free public library, generally XV 7 

    

LICENSES AND PERMITS   

 Building, electrical and plumbing permits   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Burial permits   

 Town clerk issuing I 2(4) 

 Demolition permits   

 Inspection division’s powers re XI 4 

 Director of finance receiving license fees, etc VII 2(3) 

 Inspection division’s power re permits XI 4 

 Marriage licenses   

 Town clerk issuing IX 2(4) 

 Powers of town council to grant, suspend or revoke 

licenses 

IV 8(18) 

 Town clerk’s powers and duties re licenses and permits IX  2(3), (4) 

    

LIFE INSURANCE   

 Part-time official or employees XVI 15 

    

LIGHTS, LIGHTING   

 Street lighting   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Planning board’s duties XII 2(1) 

    

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS. See: Public Works and 

Improvements 

  

    

LOCAL LAWS   

 Ordinances, resolutions, etc. See that title   

 Powers of town. See that title   
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LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT   

 Powers of municipality I 3 

    

M 

    

MAPS. See: Surveys, Maps and Plats   

    

MARRIAGE LICENSES   

 Town clerk issuing IX 2(4) 

    

MEDICAL INSURANCE   

 Part time officials or employees XVI 15 

    

MEETINGS, TOWN. See: Town Meetings   

    

MILITARY   

 Head of town government for purpose of military law   

 Town administrator recognized by governor as 

official head of town government 

V 6(12) 

    

MINERALS   

 Planning board’s duties re conservation and utilization 

of natural resources 

XII 2(1) 

    

MONEY OF TOWN   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

    

MORTGAGES   

 Town clerk’s powers and duties re IX 2(3) 

    

MUNICIPALITY   

 Form of government I 1 

 Inauguration of new charter government XVIII 1 et seq 

 Local self-government powers I 3 

 Municipal body constituted I 1 

 Perpetuity  I 1 

 Succession in government XVIII 1 et seq 

    

N 

    

NATURAL RESOURCES   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2,3 

    

NEW CHARTER GOVERNMETN. See: Charter   

    

NONBUSINESS CORPORATIONS   

 Audits VI 10(2) 

    

NORTH SMITHFIELD, TOWN OF. See Municipality   
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NOTICE   

 Writes, warrants and other processes. See that title    

    

O 

    

OATH, AFFIRMATION, ETC.   

 Oath of office XVI 4 

    

OBLIGATIONS   

 Contracts and agreements. See that title   

 Finances of town. See: Finances   

    

OFFICES AND EMPLOYEES   

 Acting probate judge. See: Probate Court   

 Appointments   

 Appointment and discharge of subordinate 

personnel 

XIII 13 

  XVI 10 

 Personnel board. See hereinbelow that subject 

Town administrator, functions and duties 

V 6 

 Auctioneers .See that title   

 Board of canvassers and registration. See: Elections   

 Bonds XVI 5 

 Town council fixing amount of official bond IV 8(11) 

 Candidates, nominations, petitions, etc.   

 Election procedures. See: Elections   

 Canvassing authority. See: Elections   

 Chief of fire department XI 3 

 Chief of police XI 2 

 Civil defense director. See: Civil Defense   

 Classification system   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Classified service   

 Personnel board. See within this title that   

 Clerk of probate court. See: Probate court   

 Compensation, salaries, etc.   

 Part-time elected officials XVI 16 

 Personnel board’s powers and duties re pay, 

compensation, etc. 

XIII 3 

 Requirements relative to specific officers, 

personnel, etc. See specific subjects 

  

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Contracts, interest of personnel in XVI 8 

 Creating, changing, abolishing   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Department and other agencies of town. See that title   

 Director of finance VII 2 
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 Director of public safety. See that title   

 Dismissals, suspensions demotions, transfers, etc.   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Dual office holding XVI 11 

 Duties, assignment   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Elections. See that title   

 Emergency appointments XIII 8 

 Federal social security XIII 14 

 Financial interests XVI 8 

 Form of government I 2 

 Gender references XVI 18 

 Hours of work XVI 13 

 Housing authority. See: Housing   

 Inauguration of new charter government XVIII  

 Judge of probate court. See: Probate court   

 Laws affecting officers XVI 3 

 Medical insurance for part-time officials, etc. XVI 15 

 Oath of office XVI 4 

 Official bonds. See: Bonds   

 Other offices, establishments, appointment, etc XV 11 

 Part-time officials and employees   

 Medical insurance XVI 15 

 Salary and benefits XVI I6 

 Personnel board   

 Appointment and discharge of subordinates XIII 13 

 Compensation XIII 2 

 Emergency appointments XIII 8 

 Organization of  XIII 1 

 Other agencies XIII 9 

 Personnel review XIII 11 

 Positions accepted from classified service XIII 4 

 Powers and general duties XIII 3 

 Present employees continued in office XIII 5 

 Probationary period of employment XIII 7 

 Removal from office XIII 12 

 Removal of officers on indefinite tenure XIII 10 

 Retirement of municipal employees XIII 14 

 Temporary appointment when no list is 

available 

XIII 6 

 Personnel classification system, board of personnel 

review 

  

 Town council’s powers re IV 8 

 Personnel review XIII 11 

 Powers of town. See that title   

 Present employees continued in office XIII 5 

 Probate court. See that title   

 Probationary period of employment XIII 7 
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 Public works director X 1 et seq 

 Removal from office XIII 12 

 Removal of officers on indefinite tenure XIII 10 

 Retirement of municipal employees XIII 14 

 Sealer of weights and measures. See: Weights and 

Measures 

  

 Services of other agencies, as to XIII 9 

 Social security XIII 14 

 Subordinates   

 Appointment and discharge of XIII 13 

 Succession in government XVII  

 Supervision, control, directing of activities, etc   

 Town administrator, functions and duties V 6 

 Tax assessors VII 4 

 Temporary appointments, when XIII 6 

 Tenure of office guaranteed XVI 14 

 Terms of office. See also specific officers, advisory 

bodies, council, etc 

  

 Commencement. See: Elections   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Town administrator. See that title   

 Town clerk. See that title   

 Town council’s powers re officers and employees IV 8 

 Town council. See that title   

 Town sergeant. See that title   

 Town solicitor, duties. See: Town Solicitor   

 Vacancies   

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Vacation, leave ,absences   

 Personnel board’s powers and duties re XIII 3 

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Work hours XVI 13 

    

OFFICIAL BONDS. See: Bonds   

    

OIL BURNERS   

 Inspection division’s powers XI 4 

    

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, ETC.   

 Charter, ordinances to implement XVIII 3 

 Codification of ordinances XVI 9 

 Conflicts I 5 

 Continuation of laws and ordinances, succession in 

government 

XVII 1,2 

 Effective date of ordinances IV 9(4) 

 Police department XI  2(2) 

 Town administrator’s powers and duties V 6(4) 

 Legislative powers, other powers of town I 8 

 Ordinance enacting clause IV 9(6) 
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 Passage IV 9(2) 

 Publication IV 9(3) 

 School department solicitor’s duties re ordinances and 

resolutions 

VI 1/2 4(2) 

 Separability clause XVI 7 

 State law, effect I 4 

 Town administrator’s powers and duties re ordinances V 6(4), (10) 

 Town council   

 Powers enumerated IV 8 

 Procedures of. See: Town council   

 Town solicitor’s duties VI 4(2) 

 Veto power of town administrator V 6(10) 

    

P 

    

PAPERS, DOCUMENTS, ETC.   

 Public records. See that title   

    

PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION   

 Parks and recreation division   

 Division of department of public works X 2 

 Planning board’s duties recreation area XII 2(1) 

    

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES. See: Officers and Employees   

    

PENSIONS   

 Retirement of municipal employees. See: Officers and 

Employees 

  

    

PERMITS. See: Licenses and permits   

    

PERPETUAL SUCCESSION   

 Perpetuity of town I 1 

    

PERSONNEL OF TOWN. See: Officers and employees   

    

PETITIONS   

 Budget process   

 Participation by the electorate, petitions III 9,10 

 Elections II 4 

    

PLANNING BOARD   

 Annual report XII 2(6) 

 Miscellaneous duties XII 2(7) 

 Capital budget XII 2(3) 

 Comprehensive plan XII 2(2) 

 Duties in general XII 2 

 Meetings XII 1 
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 Opinions XII 2(5) 

 Organization XII 1 

 Planning, coordination, functions XII 3 

 Regulatory powers XII 2(4) 

 Studies XII 2(1) 

 Vacancies XII 1 

 Zoning board of review XII 1 

 Zoning in general. See: Zoning   

    

PLATS   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2(4) 

    

PLUMBING   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Inspection division issuing plumbing permits, etc. XI 4 

    

POLICE DEPARTMENT   

 Director of public safety. See that title   

 Organization XI 2(1) 

 Powers and general duties XI 2(2) 

 Present employees continued in office XI  2(3) 

    

POLICE STATIONS   

 Planning board’s duties re location and character of 

police stations, etc. 

XII 2(1) 

    

POLLUTION   

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2 

    

POWERS OF TOWN   

 General powers of town 1 7 

 Legislative powers 1 8 

 Local self-government, form of government, etc. See: 

Municipality 

  

    

PRIMARY ELECTIONS   

 Elections. See that title.   

    

PRIVILAGES AND IMMUNITIES   

 General town powers I 7 

    

PROBATE COURT   

 Acting probate judge IV 11(4) 

 Authority IV 11(1) 

 Clerk of probate court IV 11(5) 

 Town clerk shall be IX  2 

 Compensation of judge IV 11(6) 

 Qualifications of judge IV 11(3) 
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 Sessions IV 11(7) 

    

PROBATION   

 Probationary period of appointments. See: Officers and 

Employees 

  

    

PROCESSES. See: Writs, Warrants and other processes   

    

PROPERTY   

 Acquisition by town, generally I 6 

 Assessment of property for taxation purposes VII 4,5 

 Construction, maintenance, etc., of public buildings and 

properties 

  

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Director of finance, generally VII  

 Divisions of department of public works. See: Public 

Works and Improvements 

  

 Planning board. See that title.   

 Police department’ powers and duties re protection of 

property 

XI 2(2) 

 Powers and duties of police. See: Police Department   

 Sale of properties on which taxes are unpaid   

 Director of finance’s powers and duties re VII 2(3) 

 Town administrator’s powers and duties   

 Care and preservation of town property V 6(5) 

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Transfer of records and property in succession XVII 4 

    

PROSECUTIONS   

 Town solicitor, duties VI 4 

    

PUBLIC LIBRARY. See: Library   

    

PUBLIC RECORDS   

 Copies, inspection, availability XVI 6.1 

 Printing of charter upon the ballot XVI 12 

 Publicity of records XVI 6 

 Town clerk’s powers and duties re documents, records, 

etc 

IX 2 

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Transfer of records and property in succession XVII 8 

    

PUBLIC SAFETY   

 Director of public safety. See that title   

    

   

PUBLIC WELFARE   

 Department of public welfare, generally XV 5 
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PUBLIC WORKS AND IMPROVEMENTS   

 Department of public works   

 Compensation X 3 

 Divisions, responsibilities, functions X 2 

 Engineering division X 2(3) 

 Fees X 4 

 Fence viewer designated X 2(2) 

 Highway division X 2(1) 

 Organization X 1 

 Parks and recreation division X 2(6) 

 Powers and duties enumerated X 2 

 Water division X 2(4) 

 Financial interests of employees XIV 8 

 Planning board’s duties re improvements XII 2,3 

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

    

PURCHASING   

 Acquisition of property. See: Property   

 Competitive bidding VII 3 

 Contracts, generally. See: Contracts and Agreements   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

 Financial interests of employees XVI 8 

    

R 

    

RAILROADS AND TRAINS   

 Planning board’s duties re railroads XII 2(1) 

    

RECEIPTS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

    

RECORDS. See: Public records   

    

RECREATION. See: Parks, Playground, and Recreation   

    

REFUSE. See: Garbage and Trash   

    

REGISTRATION   

 Elections. See that title   

    

REGULAR ELECTIONS   

 Elections. See that title   

    

RENTS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

    

REPORTS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 
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RESOLUTIONS. See: Ordinances, Resolutions. Etc.   

   

RETIREMENT   

 Municipal employees. See: Officers and employees   

   

RIGHTS, PRIVILAGES, ETC.   

 General town powers I 7 

    

S 

   

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT   

 Appointments and removals XIV 5(3) 

 Budget XIV 5(4) 

 Buildings and grounds XIV 5(6) 

 Compensation XIV 3 

 Director of finance’s powers and duties re VII 2(3) 

 Members XIV 1 

 Organization XIV 5(1) 

 Policy XIV 5(2) 

 Powers and duties XIV 5 

 Qualifications XIV 2 

 Reports of anticipated expenditures XIV 5(5) 

 Terms of office XIV 1 

 Vacancies XIV 4 

    

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT SOLICITOR   

 Appointment VI 1/2 1 

 Compensation VI 1/2 3 

 Duties VI 12 4 

 Qualifications VI 1/2 2 

 Special powers VI 1/2 5 

    

SCHOOLS   

 Budget provisions III 9 

 Planning board’s duties re XII 2(2) 

    

SEAL OF  TOWN   

 Town clerk shall be custodian of town seal IX 2 

    

SEALER   

 Weights and measures. See that title   

   

SERGEANT. See: Town Sergeant   

    

   

SESSIONS   

 Probate court IV 11(7) 
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SEWER COMMISSION   

 Organization XV 10(1) 

 Powers and duties XV 10(2) 

    

SEWERS. See: Water and sewers   

    

SIDEWALKS. See: Streets and sidewalks   

    

SOCIAL SECURITY   

 Retirement of municipal employees XIII 14 

    

SOIL CONSERVATION   

 Planning board’s duties re  XII 2(1) 

    

SOLICITOR. See: Town solicitor   

    

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

 Taxation in general. See: Taxation   

 Town council, powers  enumerated IV 8 

    

STATE GOVERNMENT   

 Contracting powers of town re other government bodies I 9 

    

STATE LAW   

 Effect I 4 

    

STATEMENTS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

   

STATISTICS   

 Town clerk, functions and duties IX 2 

    

STORM SEWERS   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

    

STORMS, FLOODS ,ETC.   

 Planning, coordination, authority re disasters   

 Planning board’s duties XII 2(1), (2) 

    

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties re 

streets, highways, etc. 

X 2 

 Highway division   

 Division of department of public works X 2 

 Lighting of streets   
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 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Planning board’s duties XII 2(1) 

 Planning board’s duties re streets, sidewalks, etc. XII 2 

    

STUDIES   

 Planning board XII 2(1) 

    

SUBDIVISIONS   

 Planning board’s duties re platting or other subdivision 

of land 

XII 2(4) 

 Planning board’s duties re subdivision control XII 2(2) 

 

SUBPOENAS, SUMMONS   

 Writs, warrants and other processes. See that title   

    

SUITS AND PLEAS   

 Inspection division   

 Power to institute legal proceedings. See that 

title 

XI 4 

 Legal advisor to town VI 4 

 Pending actions and proceedings in succession XVII 6 

 School department solicitor’s duties re VI 1/2 4 

 Town solicitor, duties VI 4 

    

SURVEYS, MAPS AND PLATS   

 Street maps   

 Planning board’s duties re official street map XII 2(2) 

 Tax revaluation survey VII 6 

   

SURVIVAL PLANS   

 Planning, coordination, duties of planning board, etc. XII 2,3 

    

T 

    

TAXATION   

 Board of assessment review VII 5 

 Budget of town. See: Finances   

 Collection of taxes   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

 Continuation of tax obligations in succession XVII 3 

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

 Finances, other. See: Finances   

 Inspection division   

 Powers re renovations, additions, etc, changing 

assessed value of property 

XI 4 

 Tax assessors VII 4 
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TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES   

 Temporary appointment XIII 6 

    

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR   

 Absence or disability V 4 

 Budget, finances, appointment of personnel, etc.   

 Powers and duties, examples of, enumerations V 6 

 Elections V 1-3 

 Legal advisor to town administrator VI 4 

 Powers and general duties V 6 

 Powers of town vested I  2 

 Term of office V 1 

 Town solicitor, duties. See: Town solicitor   

 Vacancy V 5 

    

TOWN ATTORNEY   

 Town solicitor shall be attorney for town VI 4 

    

TOWN AUDITS   

 Finances. See that title   

    

TOWN CLERK   

 Bond of IX 4 

 Compensation IX 3 

 Powers and general duties IX 2 

 Selection and term   

 Effective date of IX 5 

 Generally IX 1 

    

TOWN COUNCIL   

 Budget committee, budget process, etc   

 Functions and duties of council re III 3 et seq 

 Compensation IV 5 

 Item veto powers   

 Town administrator, functions and duties V 6(10) 

 Legal advisor to town council VI 4 

 Legislative powers I 8 

 Powers of town. See that title   

 Meetings IV 7 

 Number of members IV 1 

 Powers enumerated IV 8 

 Powers vested I 2 

 Presiding officer IV 4 

 Procedures IV 9 

 Qualifications IV 2 

 Quorum IV 6 

 Selection of members IV 1 

 Terms of office IV 1 
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 Town clerk shall be clerk of town council IX 2 

 Town solicitor duties. See: Town solicitor   

 Vacancies, filling IV 3 

    

TOWN DEPARTMENTS. See: Departments and other agencies of town  

    

TOWN ELECTIONS. See: Elections   

    

TOWN EMPLOYEES. See: Officers and employees 

    

TOWN FUNDS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

 Finances. See that title   

   

TOWN MEETINGS   

 Budget process   

 Participation by the electorate   

 Special town meeting III 9, 10 

 Financial town meeting. See that title   

    

TOWN OF NORTH SMITHFIELD. See: Municipality   

    

TOWN POWERS. See: Powers of Town   

    

TOWN PROPERTY. See: Property   

    

TOWN SEAL   

 Town clerk shall be custodian of IX 2(2) 

    

TOWN SERGEANT   

 Appointment XV 1 

 Employees of town in general. See: Officers and 

employees 

  

    

TOWN SOLICITOR   

 Appointment VI 1 

 Compensation VI 3 

 Duties enumerated VI 4 

 Qualifications VI 2 

 Special powers VI 5 

    

TRAFFIC   

 Police department’s powers ad duties re traffic 

regulations 

XI 2(2) 

    

TRANSPORTATION   

 Planning board’s duties re transportation XII 2,3 
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TRASH. See: Garbage and trash   

    

TREES AND SHRUBBERY   

 Planning board’s duties re conservation and utilization 

of natural resources 

XII 2(1) 

    

U 

    

UNITED STATES OF GOVERNMENT   

Contracting powers of town re other government bodies I 9 

    

UTILITIES   

 Planning board’s duties re utilities XII 2,3 

    

V 

    

VITAL STATISTICS   

 Town clerk’s duties re utilities XII 2,3 

    

VOTING   

 Elections. See that title   

    

VOUCHERS   

 Director of finance, generally VII 2 

    

W 

    

WARRANTS   

 Writs, warrants and other processes. See that title   

    

WATER AND SEWERS   

 Sewer commission XV 10 

 Storm sewers   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Water division   

 Division of department of public works X 2 

    

WATER POLLUTION   

 Planning board’s duties re pollution control XII 2(1), (2) 

    

WATERCOURSES   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

    

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES   

 Department of public work’s powers and duties X 2 

 Sealer, generally XV 3 
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WELFARE. See: Public welfare   

    

WITNESSES   

 Writs, warrants and other processes. See that title   

   

WRITS, WARRANTS AND OTHER PROCESSES   

 Budget process, special town meetings   

 Giving notice to electors, provisions re III 10(b) 

 Constables for service of civil process, etc.   

 Council powers re IV 8(17) 

 Pending actions and proceedings in succession of 

government 

XVII 6 

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 6 

 Witnesses, compelling testimony, etc   

 Powers of town council IV 8(21) 

    

Z 

    

ZONING   

 Board of review   

 Organization XII 4(1) 

 Powers and duties XII 4(2) 

 Planning board’s duties XII 2 

 Town council, powers enumerated IV 8 

 Violations   

 Inspection division’s powers re XI 4 

 Zoning inspector   

 Inspection division performing duties and 

responsibilities of 

XI 4 

 

 

 


