
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
 TOWN OF NORTH SMITHFIELD 

 
It is hereby ordained by the Town Council of the Town of North Smithfield as follows: 
 
Section 2-222 entitled Town Vehicles is hereby amended to read: 

 

Sec. 2-222 Town Vehicles  

 

(a) Business use. Town vehicles shall be used for town business travel only. Occasional use for 

professional association activities, courses, or seminars is permissible, with the approval of the 

town administrator.  Transportation of personal property or passengers not associated with 

departmental business is prohibited.  Town vehicles may only be driven by an elected town  

official, other town officials, appointed department directors or employees with a valid driver’s 

license and shall be driven in a safe, courteous, and legal manner.  At the end of each workday 

the vehicle shall be parked at a town facility unless commuter use is authorized.  During a 

vacation or extended absence in excess of three (3) days, the vehicle shall be parked at a town 

facility for use by elected town officials, other town officials, appointed department directors or 

employees. Any employee seeking use of a Town-owned vehicle must have the approval of the 

department director.  

 

(b) Commuter use. Vehicles may be used for commuting purposes by town elected officials, 

other town officials, appointed department directors or employees who are regularly on 

emergency call for the purpose of traveling to and from the employee's residence and returning 

to the work site to perform emergency, repair, or supervisory services. Town vehicles used for 

commuting purposes are not personal vehicles and are not for personal use. Vehicles belong to 

the town and should be used in a manner consistent with town purposes. Any usage other than 

professional/work related business is strictly prohibited. 

 

(c) Commuting approval. Use of the town vehicles for commuting purposes must be authorized 

by the town administrator and can be approved only for the reasons stated in subsection (b) of 

this section. "Commuting" is taking employer-provided vehicle(s) to or from work site and the 

employee's residence. Commuting is considered a de minimus fringe benefit as defined by the  

United States Internal Revenue Service code. 

 

(d) Marking of vehicles. Town vehicles other than police vehicles shall generally be marked in a 

uniform manner with the town seal sixteen (16) inches in diameter and registered.  Any town 

vehicle presently marked with a town seal prior to the date of adoption of this ordinance shall not 

be required to install a new town seal sixteen (16) inches in diameter. 

 

(e) Vehicle Travel and Fuel Log. Any elected town official, other town official, appointed 

department director or employee, except a sworn police officer or truck driver for the department 

of public works authorized to use a town vehicle, shall maintain a written vehicle travel and fuel 

log providing the date, destination, business purpose, starting odometer reading, ending 

odometer reading, miles traveled, and date and amount of refueling.  The vehicle travel and fuel 

log shall be submitted once a month at the end of the month for approval by the town 



administrator and retained by the town finance director subject to review by the town council.  

All travel and fuel logs shall be subject to Town Council review. 

 

(f) Any elected town official, other town official, appointed department director or employee 

who fails to perform his duty under the aforesaid provisions may be subject to disciplinary action 

including suspension or termination of town vehicle privileges and/or suspension or termination 

of employment.  All elected town officials, other town officials, appointed department directors 

or employees who fail to comply with the aforesaid provisions may be subject to suspension or 

termination of town vehicle privileges by a majority vote of the Town Council. 

 

(g) This ordinance shall not apply when the use of a town vehicle is granted pursuant to a 

contract approved by the Town Council. 

 

This ordinance shall take effect upon passage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Approved as to form:______________________________________________ 
                                      David V. Igliozzi, Town Solicitor                  
 
 
Received by the Town Clerk:___________________________________Date:___________________ 
                                                   Debra A. Todd 

 

 
Posted Date:________________________________________ 

 

First Reading:_______________________________________ 

 

Second Reading:_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

Alves______Nadeau______Soly______Zwolenski______Boucher______ 

 

 

 

Approved by Town Administrator:_______________________________________ 

                                                        Paulette D. Hamilton 

 

 
 


